


————— Cobras 1985 — Arguments and Facts

According to most manufacturers state
ments, they offer only the best in their range
of products. Newly developed materials
with fantasy names are cloimed to be ligh-
fer, sfiffer, nicer and and and. .. The shapes
are more genial than ever — and the price
was never lower,

Cobra does not intend to join the bandwa
gon and throw inmore sensationalist numibo-
ersandfiguresinto this superlative circusring.
Instead of flowering word creations we the-
refore wish to present facts about the 1985
Cobras.

Klaus Simmer is the designer of all the new
Cobras. He did not create a reputation for
himself by shaping several thousand boards.
Instead his designs have been trendsetting
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for the entire world of boardsaiing, for
example with the King Cobra. Furthermore
Klaus Simmer belongs to the handfull of
waorld class competifors consistentty finishing
at the top, be it in the waves, or on a sialom
Of race Course.

The optics of the new Cobras are eye
catching not only because of these designs
Cobras have exclusively the HiTec-Pear
Design, an ulfra hard four coat locquer, as
may be found otherwise only on befter
sports cars for a substantial mark up.
Pretty is nice — function is better. Tests at the
Techrical University af Munich, West Germa-
ny, have shown this type of surface to have
superior woterflow characteristics com-
pared to those of vacuum-, blow-, or rofo-
molded boards.

The technology of the new Cobras is unique

this is olovious cf first sight. Cobras have no
mold edges. To the contrary, where stan-
dard boards have susceptivle seams,
Cobra huls are even stronger due 1o an
exira layer of lkominate.

Ihe weight of the 1985 Cobra board gene-
ration wil be envied by many. Onthe oasis of

proven aircraft technology, it is possible to
manufacture the 1985 Cobras with a weight
coefficient of wel over 10

What does this mean?

To a boardsaior the weight of his board
aone is not erfical, what good is an 8 kg.
board that only has a volume of 70 lters?
The ratio of volume to weight of a particular
board is more revealing. 150 itr. volurme at
16 kg. for example resulf in a coefficient of
approximately 9.3 (150/16). The greater this
ratio, the lighter a bocard is at a certain
volume. Cobras have weight-volurne ratios
xefween 12 and 14, many of the boards on
the market come in at well below 10

A key fo proper board selection is the
amount of surplus flotation a given board
may have. The lighter aboard s, the greater
this cdded flotation is. Since -all Cobra
boards are light, every Cobra sailor enjoys
the benefit of better flotation

The stiffness of Cobras cannct be even
nearly matched by other manufacturers. In
spite of the remarkably low weight, Cobras
because of their sandwich construction are
30 times as stiff as a polyethylene board,
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